
 

MENTAL DISEASES IN ANCIENT MEDICINE  

Workshop 

(Humboldt Universität zu Berlin, 6-8 October 2014) 

 

1. Julien Devinant (Ancient philosophy; Université Paris-Sorbonne/Humboldt-Universität zu 

Berlin). ‚Mental disorders and psychological suffering in Galen’s cases‘. 

2. Chris Gill (Classics/Ancient philosophy; University of Exeter). ‘Philosophical psychological 

therapy - did it have any impact on medical practice?‘ 

3. Marke Ahonen (University of Helsinki). ‘Moral or medical: Ancient philosophical discussion on 

mental disorders’. 

4. Ricarda Gäbel (Classics, Graduate Program in Ancient Philosophy Humboldt Universität zu 

Berlin) ‘The presentation of mental diseases in Aetius of Amida‘. 

5. Chiara Thumiger (Classics/Ancient medicine; Humboldt Universität zu Berlin) / Philip van der 

Eijk (Classics/History of Science; Humboldt Universität zu Berlin). ‘Sex, sexuality, gender 

identity and mental disorder’. 

6. Heinrich von Staden (Classics/History of Science; Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton). 

‘Aulus Cornelius Celsus on kinds of insania: classifications, causes, therapies and sources‘ 

7. Sean Coughlin / Orly Lewis (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Topoi Excellence Cluster). 

‘Mental Disease according to the so-called Pneumatist School‘. 

8. Sarah Francis (Classics/Ancient medicine; London). ‘Mental disorder and disability in ancient 

medicine and culture’. 

9. Chiara Thumiger (Classics/Ancient medicine; Humboldt Universität zu Berlin). ‘Food and 

mental disorder’.  

10. Christian Laes (Ancient History and Latin; University of Antwerp and Free University of 

Brussels). ‘Writing the Socio-Cultural History of Fatness and Leanness in the Ancient World?’ 

11. Peter Singer (Classics/Ancient medicine; University of Newcastle) ‘Galen on the Treatment of 

Mental Disturbance’.  

12. Ricardo Julião (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin). ‚Galen on memory and forgetfulness‘. 

 

 

All sessions will take place in Room 2249a (‚Marmorsaal’) at the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Unter 

den Linden 6.  



MON 6 TUE 7 WED 8 

      

9.30-9.50  COFFEE/arrival 9.30-10.00 COFFEE 9.30-10.00 COFFEE 

9.50-10.00  intro 10-11 Heinrich Von 

Staden 

10-11 Peter Singer  

10.00-11.00 Julien Devinant 11-11.30 COFFEE 11-11.30 COFFEE 

11.00-11.30 COFFEE 11.30-12.30 Sean Coughlin / 

Orly Lewis 

11.30-12.30 Ricardo Julião 

11.30-12.30 Chris Gill 12.30-13.30 Sarah Francis 12.30-13.00 Closing 

discussion 

12.30-13.30 Marke Ahonen     

13.30-15.00  LUNCH BREAK 13.30-15.00 LUNCH BREAK   

      

  15.00-16.00 Chiara Thumiger    

15.00-16.00 Ricarda Gäbel 16.00-16.30 COFFEE   

16.00-17.00 Chiara Thumiger / 

Philip van der Eijk 

16.30-17.30 Christian Laes   

17.00-18.00 COFFEE / CAKES 17.30-19.00 WINE 

RECEPTION 

 

  

 18.30: CMG event 

(details below) 

19.30 ca. DINNER (for 

speakers and 

chairs) 

  

 

On Monday 6
th

, at 18.30, there will be the opportunity to attend another event, the CMG 2014 Lecture on 

Ancient Medicine, given by K-H. Leven and hosted by the Corpus Medicorum Graecorum: ‚Phantastische 

Operationen: Antike Chirurgie zwischen Wunder und Wirklichkeit‘.  

This lecture will take place in the Akademiegebäude am Gendarmenmarkt, Einstein-Saal, Jägerstraße 

22-23, 10117 Berlin, a ten minutes’ walk from the Humboldt main building – everyone is warmly invited to 

attend. 
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