MARKUS ASPER
Professor of Classics

Department of Classics | Humboldt University of Berlin
Unter den Linden 6
Berlin 10099
phone: 030-2093-70430

last changed 10/25/16

CURRICULUM VITAE

SPECIAL INTERESTS
Ancient Greek science writing; Hellenistic poetry

EDUCATION

University of Mainz, Germany 2003
2003 Dr. habil. in Classics. Habilitation thesis: Griechische Lehrtexte. Formen,
Funktionen, Differenzierungsgeschichten.

University of Freiburg/Br., Germany, 1992-4
1994 (December) Ph.D. in Classics. Dissertation: Onomata allotria. Zur Genese,
Struktur und Funktion poetologischer Metaphern bei Kallimachos.

University of Vienna, Austria, 1991-2
University of Freiburg/Br., Germany, 1989-91

EMPLOYMENT

Professor, Dept of Classics, Humboldt University of Berlin, Spring 2010-

Associate Professor, Dept of Classics, New York University, Fall 2008-Spring 2010;
Assistant Professor, Fall 2007-Spring 2008

Assistant Professor, Dept of Classics and Ancient Mediterranean Studies, Pennsylvania
State University, Fall 2004-Spring 2007

Visiting Professor, Dept of Classics, University of Heidelberg, Germany 2003-4

Visiting Professor, Dept of Classics, University of Trier, Germany 2003

Visiting Assistant Professor of Classics, Dept of Classics, University of Frankfurt/Main,
Germany 2002-3

Assistant Professor of Classics, Dept of Comparative Literature, University of Konstanz,
Germany 1995-2001

Research Assistant (Classics), University of Freiburg/Breisgau, Germany 1993-5
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FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

2009-10 Howard Foundation Fellowship, Brown University

2008-9 NYU Humanities Initiative Fellowship

2004 Heisenberg fellow of the German Research Society (DFG)

2003-4 Member of the School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton (funded by Gerda Henkel Foundation)

2002 Research Fellowship: German Research Council (DFG)

1990-4 Scholarship: German National Merit Foundation (Studienstiftung des
Deutschen Volkes)

RESEARCH GRANTS (Principal Investigator unless otherwise stated)
2016 (Summer term) Research leave on TOPOI, € 34,500.
2015-2016 (Winter term) Research leave on ExIn program ‘Freirdume I’, € 45,000.

2014-2018 DFG Research Training Group ‘Philosophy, Science and the Sciences in Greek,
Roman and Arabic Thought’ (Co-applicant, with Jonathan Beere (Speaker), Philip
van der Eijk, Gerd Grasshoff, e.a.), c. €2,100,000.

2013-2017: TOPOI ‘Space and Knowledge’. Speaker (HU) of Area B. Pl and project leader
in research groups B-5 ‘Personal Authorisation of Knowledge’ and C-4 ‘Pictorial
Constructions of Space’ (projects B-5-2 ‘Personal and Nonpersonal Authority’, B-5-
7 ‘Genealogical and Dynastic Space’, C-4-4 ‘Imaginary Space’).

1. PhD fellowships: N. Kirk (B-5, ab WS 2012/13), S. Walter (B-5, ab WS 2013/14), S.
Lingthaler (B-5, ab WS 2014/15), M. Blumhofer (B-5, ab WS 2014/15), F.
Licciardello (C-1, ab WS 2014/15), N. Ogrowsky (C-4, ab WS 2014/15): a 48,600:
€291,600.

2. Research assistants (SHK): S. Lingthaler (2014-15: 12.000), Markus Heim (2014-
2016: 17.000): €29,000.

3. Workshops, Conferences: ‘Imagining Imperial Spaces’ (17.-18. Mai 2013: 7.314
Euro); ‘Terminologies’ (5.-6. Mai 2014: 3.960 Euro); ‘Authority’ (3.-4. Nov. 2014:
5.890 Euro); ‘Case histories’ (16.-17. Nov. 2015: 7.685 Euro): €24,849.

2013-2016: SFB 644 ‘Transformationen der Antike’. B 07 ‘Ubersetzung der Antike’ (with
U. Schmitzer): €384,660.

2006 PSU Research Grant: The President’s Fund of Undergraduate Research: 3000 USD.
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SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE
ADVISARY BOARDS

Max-Planck-Instute for the History of Science (Berlin), Member of Beirat (2014-)

EDITORIAL BOARDS, etc.

Co-Editor of the journal Philologus, de Gruyter (2012-14, with Therese Fuhrer, Christof
Rapp, Sabine Follinger, and Katharina Volk), as of 2015 Member of Editorial board

Co-Editor of the journal Apeiron, de Gruyter (2012-14, with Christian Wildberg)

Co-Editor of series Science, Technology,and Medicine in Ancient Cultures, de Gruyter
(2013-, with H. von Staden, L. Taub, M. Geller, and Ph. Van der Eijk).

REFEREEING AND ASSESSING

Referee of research grant applications for the DFG, the European Research Council, the
Wellcome Trust, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), the Alexander von
Humboldt-Foundation, the state Baden-Wiirttemberg

Referee of scholarly manuscripts for Cambridge University Press and for the journals
American Journal of Philology, Apeiron, Classical Philology, Classical Quarterly,
Journal for Hellenic Studies, Gesnerus, Aitia, Philologus

Assessor for professorial appointments and promotions at Birkbeck College (London),
Ohio State University, Lafayette College (USA, PA), University of California at Santa
Barbara, University of Virginia, Cornell University

SERVICE TO THE INSTITUTION

ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION

Humboldt University, Direktor des August Boeckh-Antikezentrums (2014-)

Humboldt University, Studiendekan der Philosophischen Fakultat 11 (2014-16)

Humboldt University, Member of the Fakultatsrat der Philosophischen Fakultat Il (2014-
16)

Humboldt University, Member and Chair of the Priifungsausschuss Fremdsprachliche
Philologien (2012-, chair 2016-)

Humboldt University, Institutsdirektor des Instituts fiir Klassische Philologie (2012-2013)

New York University, Director of Graduate Studies (2008-2010)

PUBLICATIONS

Books

1 2007. Griechische Wissenschaftstexte. Formen, Funktionen,
Differenzierungsgeschichten. Philosophie der Antike 25, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner
Verlag, 453 pp.

Reviews: K.-H. Leven, Gesnerus 65 (2008), 109 f. — M. Federspiel, L’Ant. class. 77 (2008), 561-3. —
B. Zipser, Journ. of Hell. Studies 129 (2009), 246 f. — Ph. van der Eijk, Class. Rev. 60 (2010), 69-
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71. — J.L. Fink, Aigis 10.2 (2010), 1-11. — E. Schutrumpf, CW 104 (2010), 111-113. — L. Perilli, Gétt.
Forum Ant. 13 (2010), 1231-1238. — O. Wenzkus, Anz. f. d. Altertumswiss. 63 (2010), 162 f. — Ch.
Reitz, Gymnasium 118.4 (2011), 391-394. — T.E. Rihll, Gnomon 84 (2012), 649 f.

2 2004. Kallimachos von Kyrene: Werke griechisch-deutsch. Ed. & transl. by M. A,,
Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 548 pp.
Reviews: M. Vischler, Erbe & Auftrag 81 (2005), 176 f. — G. Danek, Wiener Stud. 118 (2005), 276

f. — R. Hunter, Class. Rev. 55 (2005), 694 f. — D. Donnet, L’Ant. class. 75 (2006), 310. — L. Lehnus,
Class. World 100.3 (2007), 320 ff.

3 1997. Onomata allotria. Zur Genese, Struktur und Funktion poetologischer
Metaphorik bei Kallimachos. Hermes Einzelschriften 75, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner
Verlag, 291 pp.

Reviews: K. Volk, Bryn Mawr Cl. Rev. 9.7 (1998), 604—8. — A. Ambihl, Mus. Helv. 55 (1998), 224
f. — K.L.G. Liddeke, Journ. of Hell. Stud. 119 (1999), 184 f. — L. Cadili, Atene e Roma 44 (1999),
176-9. — D. Donnet, L’Ant. class. 68 (1999), 376 f. — E. Magnelli, Quad. di cult. e di trad. class. 12
(1994 [1999]), 156 f. — G. Danek, Wiener Stud. 118 (2005), 277.

Edited volumes

e Forthcoming 2017. Imagining Empire: Political Space in Hellenistic and Roman
Literature. Co-edited with V. Rimell. Heidelberg, 12 chs.

4 2013. Writing Science. Mathematical and Medical Authorship in Ancient Greece,
ed. M. Asper. Science, Technology and Medicine in Ancient Cultures 1, Berlin, 502

pp.

Reviews: M. Berrey, Sehepunkte 14 (2014), Nr. 3. — J. Feke, Aestimatio 10 (2013), 352-354. — K.
Kapparis, Bryn Mawr Cl. Rev. 2014.12.08.

5 1998. Gattungen wissenschaftlicher Literatur in der Antike. Co-edited with W.
Kullmann and J. Althoff. ScriptOralia 95/A 22, Tiibingen, 452 pp.

Reviews: F. Salazar, Class. Rev. 50 (2000), 336. — L. Bodson, L’ant. class. 69 (2000), 418 f.

Articles & book chapters (" refereed)

e Forthcoming. “On the Authority of Normative Texts. Inscriptional Law and
Mathematical Literature in Ancient Greece”. In: Warner, A. & P. Schmidl, eds. Zur
Normativitat formaler Strukturen. Frankfurt, 9.100 words.

e Forthcoming. “Settings, Forms of Knowledge, and Modes of Presentation in Ancient
Greek Science Writing”. In: Omodeo, P. & M. Schemmel, eds. Epistemic Institutions.
Berlin (MPI-Preprint), 23 pp.

e Forthcoming. “Imagining Political Space. Some Patterns”. In: Rimell, V. & M. Asper,
eds. Imagining Empire. Heidelberg, 12 pp.

e Forthcoming. ,,Mathematik”, in: B. Zimmermann & A. Rengakos (eds.), Handbuch der
Altertumswissenschaft VIl 2. Handbuch der griechischen Literatur der Antike, Bd. 3:
Die Literatur der Kaiserzeit und der Spatantike, Mlnchen, 15 pp.
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Forthcoming. “Authority and Textual Knowledge”. In: G. Grasshoff, ed. Knowledge.
Berlin, 20 pp.

Forthcoming 2017. “Rhetorik als Literatur. Streifziige durch Handblicher”. In: M. Erler
& Ch. Tornau, eds. Handbuch der antiken Rhetorik. Berlin, 20 pp.

Forthcoming 2017. “Machines on Paper. From Words to Acts in Ancient Mechanics”.
In: Van der Eijk, Ph., & M. Formisano, eds. Knowledge, Text and Practice in Ancient
Technical Writing. Cambridge, 25 pp.Jr

Mit A.-B- Renger, T. Sala, M. Witte, Ph. Pllhofer, S. Walter, N. Kirk. “Representing
Authority in Ancient Knowledge Texts”. Forthcoming 2016. GraBhoff, G. & M. Meyer,
eds. Space and Knowledge. Topoi Research Group Articles. In: eTopoi, Special Volume
6, 10.000 Worter.

2016. “Medicine and Mathematics in Fifth-century Greece and the Question of
Near Eastern Influence”. In: Halpern, B. & K. Sacks (eds). Crossing the
Mediterranean: A Scholarly Periplos [sic!]. Leiden: Brill, 177-211.

2016. “On Systematicity. How to Write (Ancient Greek) Science”. In: Trends in
Classics 8.1, 103-122."

2016. “Explicit Knowledge”. In: Hose, M., & D. Schenker, eds. A Companion to
Greek Literature. London, 401-414.

2015. “Peripatetic Forms of Writing. A Systems-Theory Approach”. In: O. Hellmann
& D. Mirhady, eds. Phaenias of Eresus. Text, Translation, and Discussion. New
Brunswick, 407-432.

2015. “Medical Acculturation? Early Greek Texts and the Question of Near Eastern
Influence”. In: K. D. Fischer & B. Holmes, eds. The Frontiers of Ancient Science:
Essays in Honor of Heinrich von Staden. Berlin, 19-46.

2015. “(Some) Domains of Metaphor in Hellenistic Literature”. In: M. Witte & S.
Behnke, eds. The Metaphorical Use of Language in Deuterocanonical and Cognate
Literature (Deuterocanonical and Cognate Literature Yearbook 2014/15). Berlin,
41-58.

2014. ,Mathematik”. In: B. Zimmermann & A. Rengakos (eds.), Handbuch der
Altertumswissenschaft VIl 2. Handbuch der griechischen Literatur der Antike, Bd. 2:
Die Literatur der klassischen und hellenistischen Zeit, Miinchen, 459-481.

2014 (zusammen mit S. Follinger) 2014. ,Fachliteratur. Einleitung”. In: B.
Zimmermann & A. Rengakos (eds.), Handbuch der Altertumswissenschaft VIl 2.
Handbuch der griechischen Literatur der Antike, Bd. 2: Die Literatur der klassischen
und hellenistischen Zeit, Minchen, 453-459.

2013. “Griechische Wissenschaft zwischen Ost und West, oder: Vom Segen der
Provinzialitat”. In: Zenzen, N. et al., eds. Aneignung und Abgrenzung. Wechselnde
Perspektiven auf die Antithese von ‘Ost’ und ‘West’ in der griechischen Antike.
Berlin, 176-200.
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2013. ,Minding the Gap: Aetiology and (False) Closure”. In: F. Grewing e.a., eds.
The Door Ajar. False Closure in Greek and Roman Literature and Art. Heidelberg,
63-82.

2013. ,Narratives in (Late-Antique) Commentary“. In: Erler, M. & J.E. HeRler, ed.
Argument und literarische Form in antiker Philosophie. Berlin, 435-456.

2013. “Introduction”. In: Asper (ed.), Writing Science (see above, Books 5), 1-13.

2013. “Making Up Progress—in Ancient Greek Science Writing”. In: Asper, ed.
Writing Science (see above, Books 5), 411-430.

2013. “Explanation between Nature and Text: Ancient Commentaries on Science”.
In: Studies in History and Philosophy of Science 44, 43-50."

2012. “Hoppe 101. Zehn Bemerkungen zu Mathematik und Astronomie im
klassischen Altertum (zweiter Teil, VIII-X)”. In: J.P. Schwindt, ed. Edmund Hoppe.
Mathematik und Astronomie im klassischen Altertum. Bd. 2, Heidelberg 2012, 5-27.

Rez. D. Gronau, In: Das Historisch-politische Buch 62.5 (2014).

2012. ““True’ and ‘False’ Errors in Ancient (Greek) Computation”. In: Geller, M., &
K. Geus (eds.). Productive Errors: Scientific Concepts in Antiquity. Max Planck
Institute for the History of Science. Preprint 430. Berlin, 47-66.

2011. “Hoppe 100. Zehn Bemerkungen zu Mathematik und Astronomie im
klassischen Altertum (erster Teil, I-VIl)”. In: J.P. Schwindt, ed. Edmund Hoppe.
Mathematik und Astronomie im klassischen Altertum. Bd. 1, Heidelberg 2011, 277-
314.

2011. Erzéhlungen in der (griechischen) Mathematik? Ein Survey. Offentliche
Vorlesungen 171. Berlin.

2011. “Dimensions of Power: Callimachean ‘Geopoetics’ and the Ptolemaic
Empire”. In: B. Acosta-Hughes, L. Lehnus, & S. Stephens, eds. The Brill Companion
to Callimachus. Leiden: Brill, 155-177.

2011. “Frame Tales’ in Ancient Greek Science Writing”. In: K.-H. Pohl & G. Wdhrle,
eds. Form und Gehalt in Texten der griechischen und der chinesischen Philosophie.
Stuttgart: Steiner, 91-112.

2009. ,,Science and Fiction in Callimachus”. In: M.A. Harder, R.F. Regtuit, & G.C.
Wakker, eds. Nature and Science in Hellenistic Poetry. Leuven (Peeters), 1-18."

2009. ,, The Two Mathematical Cultures of Ancient Greece”. In: E. Robson & J.
Stedall, eds. The Oxford Handbook of the History of Mathematics. Oxford (OUP),
107-132."

Article discussed by Ph. J. Davis, Soc. for Ind. & Appl. Mathematics News July/August 2009, 4; C. G.
Fraser, Historia Mathematica 37 (2010) 112-113.

2008. ,Apollonius on Poetry”. In: A. Rengakos & Th. Papanghelis, eds. The Brill
Companion to Apollonius of Rhodes. Leiden (Brill), 2" ed., 167-197.
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2007. ,Medienwechsel und kultureller Kontext. Die Entstehung der griechischen
Sachprosa.” In: J. Althoff, ed. Philosophie und Dichtung im antiken Griechenland,
Stuttgart, 67-102.

2006. ,’Literatursoziologisches’ zu den Spriichen der Sieben Weisen.” In: D. Zeller
& J. Althoff, eds. Die Spriiche der Sieben Weisen. Sapere 10, Darmstadt
(Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft), 87-105."

2005. “Group Laughter and Comic Affirmation. Aristophanes’ Birds and the
Political Function of Old Comedy.” In: Hyperboreus 11, 5-29." [German version
with additional material: ,,Komik und Affirmation. Die Vogel und die Funktion der
Alten Komodie in Athen.” In: D. Bormann & F. Wittchow, eds. Emotionalitéit in der
Antike. Zwischen Performativitiit und Diskursivitdt. Berlin 2008, 127-156.]

2005. ,Un personaggio in cerca di lettore. Galens GrofSer Puls und die ‘Erfindung’
des Lesers.” In: Th. Fogen, ed. Antike Fachtexte — Ancient Technical Texts, Berlin &
New York, 21-39.

2005. ,Law and Logic. Towards an Archaeology of Greek Abstract Reason.” In:
AION 26, 73-94."

2003. ,,Mathematik, Milieu, Text. Die friihgriechische(n) Mathematik(en) und ihr
Umfeld.” Sudhoffs Archiv 87, 1-31."

2002. ,Leidenschaften und ihre Leser. Abaelard, Heloise und die
Rezeptionsforschung.” In: D.N. Hasse, ed. Abaelards Historia calamitatum. Text,
Ubersetzung, Modellanalysen. Berlin & New York, 105-139.

2001. ,,Gruppen und Dichter. Zu Programmatik und Adressat in den Aitien des
Kallimachos.” In: Antike & Abendland 47, 84-116."

2001. ,Stoicheia und Gesetze. Spekulationen zur Entstehung mathematischer
Textformen in Griechenland.” In: Antike Naturwissenschaft & ihre Rezeption 11,
73-106."

2001. ,Dionysios (Heron, Def. 14.3) und die Datierung Herons von Alexandria.” In:
Hermes 129, 135-137.

1999 & 2000. ,,Consolatio philologiae: Horaz, c. Il 3, 1-8 bei Edmund Husserl.” Co-
authored with S. Luft. In: Philologus 144 (2000), 361-374. [with some changes in:
Husserl Studies 16 [1999], 25-40."]

1998. , Petripauli Vergerii Comedia. Eine Neuedition des Paulus.” Co-authored
with U. Kiihne & M. Pickavé. In: Mittellateinisches Jahrbuch 33, 129-176."

1998. ,,Zu Struktur und Funktion eisagogischer Texte.” In: Kullmann, Althoff &
Asper (see ,, Books“ nr. 4 above), 309-340.

1997. ,Silva parens. Zur allegorischen Technik des Bernardus Silvestris.” In: Th.
Baier & F. Schimann (eds.), Fabrica. Studien zur antiken Literatur und ihrer
Rezeption. Beitr. z. Altertumsk. 90, Stuttgart & Leipzig, 129-147.
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Essays, Contributions to Encyclopedias

43 2012. “Schreiben mussen sie alle”. In: RaumWissen 1, 10-17.

44 2010. “Euclid” and “Mathematics”. In: Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Greece and Rome.
Oxford University Press, vol. 1, 125-128 and vol. 4, 367-370, resp.

45 2006. “Callimachus”. In: The Literary Encyclopedia [www.litencyc.com]. 9. Oct. 2006 (2645
words).

46 2002. “Plutarch” and “Pegasus”. In: Enzyklopddie des Mdrchens ed. R.W. Brednich, Bd.
10.3, Berlin/New York, 1084-1089 and 688—690, resp.

47 2001. ,Pausanias”. In: Enzyklop. d. Mdrchens, Bd. 10.2, 680—682.

48 1998. ,,Kanon“ and , Katalog”. In: Historisches Wérterbuch der Rhetorik ed. G. Ueding, Bd.
4, Tubingen, 869-882 and 915922, resp.

49 1997. ,Kallimachos”. In: Metzler Lexikon Antiker Autoren ed. O. Schiitz, Stuttgart, 383-386.

Reviews

50 2015. A. Harder, Callimachus Aetia (2012). Gnomon 87.2, 110-115.

51 2013. R. Netz. Ludic Proof. Greek Mathematics and the Alexandrian Aesthetic (2009). Classical
Review 63.1, 75-77.

52 2012. L. Kurke. Aesopic Conversations. Popular Tradition, Cultural Dialogue, and the Invention of
Greek Prose (2011). Sehepunkte 12, Nr. 10.

53 2012. A. Imhausen & T. Pommering (eds.), Writings of Early Scholars in the Ancient Near East,
Egypt, Rome, and Greece. Translating Ancient Scientific Texts (2010). Aestimatio 9, 9-18.

54 2012. G. Massimilla, Callimaco. Aitia. Libro terzo e quarto (2010). Gymnasium 119.1, 77-79.

55 2010. P. T. Keyser & G. L. Irby-Massie (eds.), The Encyclopedia of Ancient Natural Scientists. The
Greek Tradition and Its Many Heirs (2008). Class. World 104.1, 113-114.

56 2010. M. Payne, Theocritus and the Invention of Fiction (2007). Class. Bull. 85.1, 53-55.

57 2010. S. P. Mattern, Galen and the Rhetoric of Healing (2008), Class. World 103.4, 549-550.

58 2009. S. Cuomo, Technology and Culture in Greek and Roman Antiquity (2007), Class. Rev. 59.1,
269-272.

59 2008. R. Hunter, The Shadow of Callimachus. Studies in the Reception of Hellenistic Poetry at Rome
(2006), Gnomon 80, 596-600.

60 2008. Y. Durbec, Callimaque, Fragments poétiques (2006), Gymnasium 115.3, 283-285.

61 2008. J. Pamias i Massana: Eratosthenes de Cirene, Catasterismes (2004); J. Pamias and K. Geus:
Eratosthenes, Sternsagen (Catasterismi) (2007). Bryn Mawr Class. Rev. 2008.01.16.

62 2007. 1. Lelli, Callimachi lambi XIV-XVII (2005), Bryn Mawr Class. Rev. 2007.04.31.

63 2007. B. Scherer, Mythos, Katalog und Prophezeiung. Studien zu den Argonautika des Apollonios
Rhodios (2006), Class. Rev. 57.2, 344f.

64 2006. J.A. Lopez Ferez (ed.), La lengua cientifica griega: origenes, desarrollo e influencia en las
lenguas modernas europeas (2000-4), Journ. of Hell. Stud. 126, 207-9.

65 2006. E. Lelli, Critica e polemiche letterarie nei Giambi di Callimaco (2004), Gnomon 78, 158-60.

66 2005. I. Stark, Die hdmische Muse. Spott als soziale und mentale Kontrolle in der griechischen
Komédie (2004), Bryn Mawr Class. Rev. 2005.05.33.

67 2005. W. Burkert, Die Griechen und der Orient (2. Aufl. 2004), Sehepunkte 5, Nr. 3.
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2005. C.J. Tuplin & T.E. Rihll (eds.), Science and Mathematics in Ancient Greek Culture (2002); M.
Horster & Ch. Reitz (Hgg.), Antike Fachschriftsteller: Literarischer Diskurs und sozialer Kontext
(2003), Gymnasium 112.1, 85-8.

2004. T. Reichardt, Recht und Rationalitdt im friihen Griechenland (2003), Bryn Mawr Class. Rev.
2004.05.01.

2004. L. Lehnus e.a. (eds.), Callimachus (Entr. Fond. Hardt 47, 2002), Gymnasium 111, 286-8.
2003. F. Nisetich, The Poems of Callimachus (2001), Gnomon 75, 162-4.
2003. R. Netz, The Shaping of Deduction (1999), Gnomon 75, 7-12.

2002. S. Cuomo, Pappus of Alexandria and the Mathematics of Late Antiquity (2000), Gnomon 74,
8-11.



